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Senator nnnt's Moderation.
With what admirable nt

Senator floor replied to the proposal of
Mr. Stont. oT Missouri in tho Senate on
Thursday that t'ongrcfs authorize tho
President, to use tho army in Mexico if
the Apia Prieta incident wero rcpeatedl
Tho mind rocs back to tho inestimable
service Mr. Hoot rendered tho country
on his tour of South America in 1600 in
connection with his attendance at the
thirtl international conference of tho
American republics at Ilio de Janeiro.

Tho t'nitcd States desired, he said at
the conference, "no victories except
those of peace, no territory eicept our
own, no sovereignty except over our-hclvc-

Thereafter Mr. Root's round
of the countries of South America was
a triumphal progress. The distrust oc
casioned by the war with Spain and the
acquisition of Porto Hico and the Philip
pines vanished. Faith in the pacific and
.benevolent policy of the United States
toward the weaker republics of America
was renewed. No statesman had done
more for peace and friendly relations
with South America in generations. In
fact, it would be difficult to find a par
nllcl for Mr. Hoof's success in the his
torvof the country. There followed his
visit to Mexico in the fall of 1007. No
foreign visitor was ever received with
greater honors. When he received a
diploma from the Academy of Jiirispru
donee at the capital Mr. Koox said:

"We are rasslng undoubtedly Into a new era
of International communication. We have turned
our backs upon the old daya of armed Invasion,
and the people of every clvlllred country are con

stantly encased In the peaceable Invasion of every
other rhlllzrl country."

Formally welcomed by the Chamber
of Deputies as the guest of the nation,
Secretary Hoot repeated the sentiment
in an intimate form:

" I sincerely hore that my country may for-re-

In Its altitude and conduct toaard the peo-

ple of Mexico, Justify your kindness. I am one
of those who believe that the old day. when na-

tions southt to enrich themselves by taking an ay
the wealth of others by force ought to p.as. and
nre passing,"

In view, therefore, of all that the Hon.
F.L1HD Hoot had don? for jieace and
good will with Mexico and her sister
republics we say that his nt

in replying to the speech of a brother
Senator, who with the pretext of ex-

tinguishing a spark of discord used
language of a kind calculated to start
a conflagration, was admirable. We
wonder at the moderation of Senator
Hoot.

The sn 0,000,000 linnii issue.
The decision of Governor I)i. that

the expense of a new construction and
necessary restoration of State buildings
should be met by a, bond issue is sound
enough. With an empty State treasury
mid a revenue inadequate to meet ordi-
nary expenditure it is difficult to seo in
what other way the $10,000,000 which tho
Governor now estimates to be needed
for various projects, most of them essen-
tial, can bn raised.

The decision in favor of a furthor bond
issue, which must bo submitted to the
people by referendum at the next elec-
tion, again calls attention to tho size
of the State debt. Tho bond issues al-

ready approved by the people and tho
dates of the approval are as follows:
IKii.1 Darge Canal Improvement llioi.noo.ono
Ifos Highway Improvement., . MVOO.ooo

1W Cayuga .Seneca Canal, 7.000.000
1010 Hudson forest Reservation :.m,ooo

iiso.mo.ouo

The interest and sinking fund charges
tix)n this debt in tho next four years, as
estimated by former Comptroller CLANK
Williams, are as follows
l lscal year beginning October I, mil n.uwo)
l lscal year beginning Oetohrr 1, 1HU , n,:io,ono
I'lscal year beginning October 1, 1913 .. 7,M0,mn
I liral year beginning October 1, 1'JII. .. a.tjo.ooo

In addition there are two bond issues
now proposed, tho JlO.ooo.ooo suggested
by i ho Governor and a further issue of
HS.otm.otK) to meet tho cost of bargo
canal terminals. In five, yenis, there-lor- e,

tho bonded debt of tho State will
pipbably amount to nt least Siuo,ono,ono,
Hint the interest and sinking fund charge
in 11114 will not ho less than $ 0,000,0110.
Wit h a Stfilo rovnnllp nf lfRQ tlinn t'm ruu.

mo and a State appropriation last'veur
of $40,000,000 for tho ordinary expenses
of Government, without regard to debt
eharges. it is clear that there is not tho
Hlightest prospect of any further aid
lroni indirect taxation.

Tho opportunity which Governor
Opkw. mistook and Governor llrniihs
turned his back upon is now oon to
Governor Dix. Tho destruction of tho
Capitol and the very general publio
iccognition of the extravagance and
recklessness of recent Hepublican

supply adequate warrant

politically as docs the state of the treas-
ury practically for ii return to direct
taxation. As tho Time said In its edi
torial columns yesterday:

A Democratic administration cannot afford
to continue the. Hepubllcan policy of waste and
eitravaganre In authorlrlng huge bond Issues
for long terms of years or of multiplying the
means of Indirect taxation to pay the charges on

the Stale's deht. Ciovernor Htx was elected upon
a platform promising retrenchment. Bond Issues,
based upon Indirect taxes, do not constitute a
fulfilment of that promise. The Interest upon
the State deht still, within two sears, cost tin.
wp.ono annually, outside the regular expenses of
the (lot eminent. It may bs found necessary to
Impose a direct tax to meet the extraordinary
eapenses due to the Capitol Are."

A better opportunity to display sound
business judgment no 'business" Cio-
vernor ever had. Tho success or failure
of tho Dix administration will deend
largely iiiwn the manner in which this
financial situation, tho most serious in
State affairs, is met and mastered.

He Persist In Mltrepreientntlnn.
A writer in the Saturday h'rening Post

represents Colonel Theodohb Hoobe- -

velt as repeating with emphasis his
original misstatement concerning the
Massachusetts Constitution of 1780. Wo
havo already pointed out more than
once the character of his departure from
fact and truth In this particular. Kvcn
the reiterated exhibition of tho oxact
text of the Massachusctta provision ho
pretends to cite seems to have no effect
upon his sensibilities. Referring to tho
recall, ho is reported by his adulator In
the Saturday Krtning Pol as saying:

I learned the other day la this connection a
very Interesting thing. In I7M the State of

put Into Its Constitution precisely that
provision for the recall. The artlele of tha Con-

stitution states that ' In order that public- ser-

vant, may not become orpreri of Ihi pscr.'r'
legislative provision may be. made for the retiring
of public officials to private life. Observe, this Is

Massachusetts, which Is not usually regarded as
an anarchistic State:".

Tho italics are those of the report.
They form part of ttvn misrepresenta
tion. A few of the words of the alleged
provision for tho "recall" of publio off-
icials are quoted by Colonel Roosevelt
up to the point where they cease to serve
his purpose; then he resorts to very
vague paraphrase.

Onco more we quote in full the article
which ho garbles and misrepresents.
This time the italics are ours:

"Artici.c VIII,-I-n order to prevent those
who are vested with authority from becoming
oppressors, the people havo a right 4f fuels periods
and In such manner aa thty shall establish by their
frame of government, to cause their public officers
to return to private life: and to nil up vacant
places by terrain nnd rrfuar tlrrftont ani ap
pofnmenfj,"

This "interesting thing" which Colo
nel Roosevf.lt has discovered in the
Massachusetts Constitution he persists
in the face of the facts and the tnith in
describing as "precisely that provision
for the recall" which supersedes publio
officials by popular vote uithin the stated
term for which they wero elected. It is
nothing of the sort . There is no element
in It of t ho "recall" as he understands the
"recall and as everybody understands
the "recall." What the article provides
as a check upon possible oppression
through' permanent or long continued
tenure of office is a system of periodic
and certain and regular elections and
appointments at intervals as frequent
as ma v be established by law. 1 hat was
the Massachusetts method of retiring
public officers to private life.

This general intention of Article VIII
of Part the First of the Massachusetts
Constitution of 17S0, the "Declaration
of the rights of the Inhabitants of tho
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, " is in
terpreted and carried out in the specific
provisions of Part the Second, t he r rame
of Government" actually established.
Thus, for example:

" There shall be annually elected, by the free
holders and other Inhabitants of this Common
wealth, qualified as In this Constitution Is pio
vlded, forty persons to be Councillors and Men

ators lor Iht year ensuing their tltctKm," e.
" The Members of the House of Representatives

shall be chosen annually."
" The Governor shall be chosen annually "

"The Secretary. Treasurer and Receiver
General, and the Commissary General, notaries
public and naval officers shall be chosen annually.

Nu man shall be eligible aa Treasurer
and Receiver General more than fire years uc
cesslvely."

'"The tenure that all commission officers shall
by law have In their offices ill bt exprtisrd In

inrlr roptrlirf rornmfuions "

" All Judicial officers, duly appointed, commls
sloned and sworn, injll rtolt thrlr eff.ttt during
aood binarlar, excepting such concerning whom
there Is a different provision made In this Con
siltullon. The Governor, with consent of the
Council, may remove them upon ins attriti of
both houses of the Legislature,"

" In order that the people may not suffer from
the long continuance In place nf any Justice of the
peace who shall fall to discharge the Important
duties of bis office with ability or tide Illy, all
commissions of Justices of the peace thall expire
nnd bttomt told In Iht tirm of ifren ytatt from
thtlr reiptelttt dntri."

" No officer, duly commissioned to command In

the mllltra, shall be removed from his office but
hy the address of both houses to the Governor, or
by fair trlalln court-martia- pursuant to the laws
of the Commonwealth for Ihe time being,"

In the various constitutional amend-
ments subsequently adopted as to tho
"frame of government," there wero
some changes of detail; absolutely no
change of principle and no provision in
form or purposo resembling in any

a provision for the recall of a
publio officer by a popular vote for his
retirement within the stated term for
which ho was regularly elected,

Thero is only one satisfactory explana-tio- n

of Colonel Roosevelt's persistence
in this flagrant misrepresentation, if we
assume ordinary intelligence on his part.
It is an explanation not pleasing in tho
caso of one who has been President of

! ,lu! l'ni,elJ s,ac''

A Week of Reglitratluu.
One simple and serious objeotion t here

seems to bo to the proposition contained
in tho recent report of the Commissioner
of Accounts to tho Mayor that for the
present four days of registration thero
1)0 substituted a registration week.
I'nder tho existing method voters may
register at any time on any of the four
days of registration between 7 o'clock
in the morning and 10 at night. Under
.the new scheme registration on the first
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five days would be between ft and to
o'clock In tho evening and on tho last
day between 7:30 In the morning and

0 in the evening,
The purpose of the change is to enlist

a more efficient corps of election clerks,
since tho investigator reports that the
chief difficulty with the existing situa
tion arises from tho inefficiency of these
officers. Hy changing tho hours of reg
istration in such fashion as to require
but one day's nbsenco from business on
the part of tho clerks it is argued that a
better class of men would be obtained.

The difficulty seems to be that tho now
plan would provide for tho employment
on five nights of men who had already
performed a day's work at their own
business. I'nder the existing situation
tho men who nerve as clerks give four
full days of work to tho registration.
The question seems to be between tho
partial service of men who are sup-
posedly more efficient and tho full scr- -
vico of those who are presumably less
efficient. On such n statement of tho
case it is easy to believe that there would
be little real improvement.

As for the supposed service to tho
voters of such ft change, it is equally
possiblo to havo doubts. Multiplying
tho days of registration might quite
as easily encourago procrastination and
carelessness as increase tho actual num
ber of registered votcre. Tho tempta-
tion to postpone, general enough now,
would unquestionably bo strengthened
If the opportunity to register wero ex-

tended over two more days.
Tho real error in tho theory now ad

vanced seems to lio in tho assumption
that any change in hours or days will
result in bringing better men into the
work. The truth seems to bo that the
class from which the poll clerks must
bo drawn is restricted. The number of
men who will perform this work, bear
tho discomfort and hardship of the
actual election board work, is limited.
To change the plan might easily dimin-
ish the efficiency of these men by per
mitting them to divide their time, while
the chance that clerks of greater ability
would be obtained is fairly slight in the
face of the actual experience of those
who are familiar with tho operation of
registration machinery.

I'he Great Elixir anil the .law of
lone.

Even blessings may be turned into
curses, hven tho initiative and refer-
endum, heaven's last best gift, except
the recall, to man, can bo the vehicle
of hell born hate. Shudder as you look
at Funk of Bloomington and Jones of
Chicago, Republican Illinois State Sena
tors both, discussing at a conference of
Republican Stato Senators the proposed
initiative and referendum amendment
to the Illinois Constitution:

Senator Jons. during a heated argument,
charged Senator Fcni with attempting to smother
the Initiative and referendum.

" ' You're a liar! ' shouted KrN. as he Jumped
over a table end struck .Senator Joxaa on Ihe Jaw,

" Senator Joxia whipped off bis glasses and
made frantic efforts to strike Kcni. Imme
dlately other .Senators were mltcd In the fray In
efforts to separate the combatants, who were
flnslly dragged apart trembling wllh rage,"

Can thero Ixt Biich wraths in celestial
minds? Can this political Great Elixir
and Philosopher's Stono bo the guilt-
less cause of war 'twixt a Funk and
a Jones? Forbid it, heaveni At the
mere soothing mystic, magical sounds,
tho abracadabra of the reformer, "initia-
tive and referendum," every good man's
eyo should grow moist , every good man's
heart leap for joy; bosses and gods of
tho machine should totter on trembling
knees to confess their sins at tho thresh-
old of the City Club or into tho ears of
Seth Ijow, and cry for mercy and direct
primaries; tho briber and tho bribed
should lift up their voices and weep,
and the bribed should make, restitution,
giving their ill gotten gains to tho
People's Ix)bby and to Jumping Jack
Bourne's: National Progressive League;
the offico should begin to seek the man
again, tho man flying yet wishing to
be seen, liko the lady in the willows antl
the Hucolics. The clenched word und
fist should relax and drop harmless; antl
the lamb stick its nose into tho mouth
of the lion, giving not a Imng for Sched-
ule K, revised or tinrevised. A little
sadly, remembering I'l'NK anil Jones,
yet with an undiminished joyful hope
as men who know the quintessence antl
pemmican of political salvation when
they see it, let us repeat those strangely
beautiful lines, written in an album in
Old Sparta, N. C by the Hon. Johephuh
Daniels; the date is August 17, 1004:

" The people's wrongs,
Twill end 'urn;

The people's rights,
Defend 'um:

Kaih patriot's wish Is for the Inl

llallve and referendum,"

Be it said in partial justification of
Jones that if ho tried to fell Funk it
was because he behoved Funk untrue
to tho pillar of tho people's hope; and
Jones promises to stump Illinois for it.
Funk is beyond pardon.

It would he unjust to the Hon, Willi-
am .IoklStonk, lib. 0.,a8enator in Con-
gress from Missouri and technically called
"Oum Shoe Bill," not to say that he
shows a delicate tact, an appreciation of
tho situation and of his responsibilities
and those of the United States that would
not discredit an old fashioned dime novel
halfbreed laden with the most warlike
of ophidian nectar. If Mr. Sionk has
any friends they should make him change
his moccasins for the familiar "gum
shoes" at once, and they should sit pon-
derously on his war bonnet and its im
passioned wearer.

n he ftanreM for the rpnpnt Vr.,n,,h ..n.
siis ill Marseilles demonstrate lliHt this
Mediterranean town has retained sec-
ond place among French oities. Between
ttKn ana 1811 lite population has increased
from 517,000 to 540,000, a gain of s:ono, as
compared with 29,000 in the previous five
years. Relatively Lyons has gained upon
Marseilles, since the increase in the former
city for the present census is 48,000.

Tne immitigable modesty of the Thane
of Hklbo will blush and hang Its head
nt the proposal of an exuberant Califor-
nia Representative in Congress to give a
region in Arizona famous like the Thane
for Us seductive and rugged beauty his
revered name. It la true that a park, a

nArnrlfap. rniitrl hnvn tin tiannter fnrtiifiet
than so loved an oponym; but vex not the
violet! Some smaller, less conspicuous,
yet none the less significant token of pub-
lio gratitude should be sought. Would
not one oponymoin town In every State
bo an acceptable offering to the Thane?
Opening the United States Offlelsl Post
Office Ouitle at random, we hit tho B's.
among which theso, for example, might
for a consideration if not from gratitude
be induced toadopt the congenial name:
Hig Chimney, BlgPnt, nig Indian, Bless-
ing, Blowhorn, Bluff, Bookman, Boom,
Bonanza, Bond, Bonus, Boreas Biver,
Brasstown, Bravo, Bullion. Thousands of
others as felicitous memorials are to be
found in that excellent work.

Kansas sometimes turns from her idols
of reform and her grand good work of
world regeneration to be frivolous. She
has just left her STUnns to fight evil alone
and her Whits to chant in solitude, and Is
travelling northward on special trains and
glided motor cars to hear Mmlsborg sing
"Tho Messiah."

Since 1RS2 Kansas has tnado this pil
grimage, and In the little town of the
northern prairies Handkl'.s great chorus
has been sung for eighty times. More
than a quarter of the population takes
part in the production, there Is a great
orchestra and a chorus of 650 men and
women. "To sing in the chorus," It is
said, "Is not only a mark of distinction
Artistically; It is a badge of all clvio vir-
tues." Tho feast of music is such as "can
be had In no other town or city of the
West." To some of the correspondents
Llndsborg is the "Bayreuth of the West";
to others the "Oberammergau of the
Prairies"; but from this it might seem to
be genuinely Kansan:

" And as everywhere else where Intellectuallsm
Is real, materialism Is heneflted-n- ot only In tha
general prosperity of the community but In tha
appetites of the Individuals. Mohn. what have
you bad; ' 'Four hamburgers and four cups of
coffee.'

Kansas may well rejoioe and be proud
of suoh an institution. In Its joys she
may forget for a day, for a week. But no
longer, for the call back to duty Is already
sounding from Topeka and Emporia.

REFORMIST, THE CALENDAR.

A tlranrl New Nyateiii of Arrtnulna; the
Yesri.

To the Kditor of Tiik St'N Sir: Dur-
ing the last ten years there has been much
discussion about the reformation of our
calendar ao that the year and each month
should begin on the same day. There la
even talk of an international congress on
Ihe aubject. Someof the schemes propoaed
seem to me little ehort of foolish. For ex-

ample. It has been seriously proposed to
make the year of 30 daya, and then have
one day In common years and two daya In
leap years without a week day. These
would be reformers do not seem to realize
that auch a proposal would throw the reck-
oning hy weeks entirely out of gear. The
week, as a period of seven daya, neither
more nor less, has come down to ua from
the time of Moses, and probably from a
much earlier period.

It. Is absolutely certain that neither the
Jewish nor the Christian denominations
would accept a scheme that interfered with
thin time honored arrangement. The

of the proposed reform Beem to
think they could eat their cake and have
it too.

My object In writing Is to call attention
to the fact that many years ago, white 1 was
librarian of the Society of Mechanics and
Tradesmen of New York city, 1 wrote,
anonymously, an article for the Sunday edi-
tion of the .Wurnino Ad rrlitrr. In which I
ttdvocated a method of reforming the calen-
dar which avoided the objection just crltl-elie- d

1 am not aware that anv one elie
had ever made n simitar suggestion: if so,
I never saw It . So far as I know I was the
first In the field. I have through further
study simplified and Improved my original
propositi, and present It herewith as an
attempt at a solution of this Important
problem.

I liato mv scheme on the fact that In ten
(iri'k'oiian yearn, which nre n correction ot
the ,'ullaii year, there are U1.U97 day, or
eiactly :o,t"l weeks, hence if we make the
normal length of the year .111 days it v. ill be
possible to Interpolate, whenever the

of shortage uurrnntu it, a ci k of
seven iliys. A simple calculation will show
that there are five daya short In four years,
hence In twenty-eigh- t years the shortage
villi tie thirty-fiv- e days Therefore we rati
interpolate lite week of seven days each.
I !io'0-- that years bis, eleven, seventeen,
tnenty-lhre- e aud tnenty-elgh- t huve an ex-
tra seek of seven days, making the length
ol thee five years .171 days each. 1 am

that every fourth year Is n bissex-
tile or leaf, year If the leap years c.imn in
si dllTeient oilier it would iuhkii a lit! In diner-- ,
ence us to which years had theeitr.i week.
If the scheme should be adopted the ques-
tion ns to which years should have ."71 days
would adjust It.-i--lf Twenty-eigh- t years of
:it)l days, with tlilrtv-llv- e days added, as
Just explained, would mnke Just lii.'.'.'T daya,
or 1 .401 weeks, nnd this Is the same as .1t)V;
multiplied by 2H.

Thirteen periods of twenty-eigh- t years
arranged nx proposed would malie 141,17s
days, or VO,4.',4 weeks, leaving eight years
with '.'.'illi days and 417 weeks. These eight
vents would each have 301 days exiept the
Inst or iisilli ye.ir, which would li;te 371
dys, Heme:
13 periods of : years - 143.17a days J0.4.M weeks
ayeais - :.uldaya. 417 weeks

Total In 1(0 years H9,U07days ro.STI weeks
'Ihe year should begin at Ihe vernal

euuluox or the winter solstice, und Ihe first
day of the first month should begin on a
Hunduy, ns that is the llr-- t day of the week.
If each uunrter gave thirty days each to the
flrsi nnd third month and thirty-on- e days
to Ihe second month there would he ninety-on- e

day In each uunrler. or lust thirteen
weeks, Kvery first month of a uunrter
would always begin on a Sunday, every
second month on Tuesday, nnd every third
monlh on a Friday. The scheme would
hegin again as at first every son years, and
it would be every bit ns exact a the Gre-
gorian year, for It. would hare the same
number of days In 400 yeais.

One or two objections may be noticed.
It has been objected that a year of !U1 daya
would be "dreadfully long, nut when we
consider that this is onlv six days longer
than n .lullan common year and only five
days longer than n leap year there doea not
seem to be much force in the objection. II
is also asserted that it would be detrimental
to persons working by the month. This
objection seems to me to be trivial. As
the year, both common as well as Inter-
polated, would consist of a definite number
of weeks, it would be a simple matter to
pay by the week instead of by the month.
Other times other manners."
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Prospect rark's Last American Chestnat
Tree.

From thr di'iimI report ot Iht Park Commlitlontr
tor Brooklyn and Quern,

The year Just closed witnessed the elimination
of the last American chestnut tree from tha plan-
tations ot Prospect Park, This species of native
trees at one time was the most numerous of all
the trees In our woodlands. To day It Is practi-
cally cxUnct. The reasons for Ita disappearance
have too often been descrtbrd In park reports to
need reiteration,

lllckorlrs and black lurches aie alio rapidly
disappearing from our plantations, due to Ihe
ravages of Inserts, and In many cases old age,

It Is to he regretted that this Inevitable loss of
the old forest trees could not have been discounted
years aco hy Ihe planting of young trees to re-

place In time those that were to or have fallen
under Ihe aie. The replanting nf the woodland
arras hrcun some three or four years ago has been
acttvrly continued during Ihe year Just closed,

llpplan tlnir of the American chestnut has proved
hopeless. Most of ihe younr trees that were
set out eiperlmentally two years ago died th
same season. The species selected for such

therefore, are the various varieties of
Ihe oaks, hickory, American and European linden,
maples, hlrcho, glnko, dogwood, American and
LnglMi elms, mountain ash and Ihe hardier varie-
ties of etergrrrns.

In .UcClure't Maaetlut tor May the story of
Harriet needier .stowe'a girlhood Is told by her
son ami ner grandson. Miss Lotitr describes a
modern Italian school tnarher'a methods, and
,1, Moody nnd li, K Turner continue their account
ot the ways of Wall Street. Four short tales
the continuation ot Mrs, Humphry Ward's serial!
and another detective rase, make up the sterlss.
and there are four posnva.

'SACRIFICE OF rUILOLOOY

An Vntlanntrd lletotee ef Hklbo Spell Ins
Hans Out Ills Hanner.

'Io i iik Kditor or The Hrx-S- ir: Of all
the arguments against modify Ing the spell-
ing of Kngllsh the most finite is that of
the "sacrlllce of philology" adduced by the
polished rrentlemnu front n tertnlii bar-
barous town, the name of which Is Inron-siateut-

spelled I'iltsburg In Sun.
I do not know whetherit wssTiikSus which
dropped the snrred terminal "h" or the cor-
respondent himself, but in either rase Its
omiatlon seems to me not without slgnlfl
esnre, I for one tannot ee tlip.t philology
would tun nny peril If we should decide to
spell wolds nu they nre pionounred. The
Spanish, for example, pronounce and spell
Ibe word that we pronounce "fllosofy" itnd
spell "philosophy," "flloaoda." Does It fol-
low that the Spaniards have thereby lost
all knowledge of the (Ireek origin of the
word? .Not at nil. Any Spaniard who did
not happen to know the derivation of the
word would do Just what an Kngllshnian
would do under the same circumstances.
hunt It tip In the dictionary, snd when he
had dlscoveied that it is derived from two
Greek words that he cannot read, what bet
ter off would he be? There Is no good reason
that I can see for making gravestones out
of our words when their genealogies cnu be
properly preserved elsewhere.

It la perfectly evident, moreover, that a
change has got to come some time, even as
changes have already been nude. In 500
years it is likely that Kngllsh will be an dif-
ferent from the Kngllsh of y as Is the
language we speak from that of Chaucer.
I wonder if our philological friends think
that our descendants will spell their words
as we do now and pronounce them ns dif-
ferently as if they were Sanscrit?

It Is true that enunciation nnd Intonation
dlMer with individuals, hut Is it not reason-
able to suppose that In these days of ready
communication, and with n machine that
can record spoken sounds, It would be possi-
ble to adopt a standard pronunciation, indi-
vidual variations from which would be of
no more consequence than personal pecu-
liarities In handwriting? It seems to me
that were such a standard fixed, as it might
be hy s conference called, let us say, by
President Taft and King (ienrge, it would
have a powerful tendency to fix the lan-
guage. It Is rather sad to think that a day
may come when Shakespeare and Milton
will be as unintelligible to our descendants
,n Ctedmon la to us. To my mind n "stand-ardirin-

of the language, so to speak,
would be a strongly conservative force In
the Inevitable evolutionary process.

deferring again to Spanish, It Is nulte
true that a strictly phonetic orthography
such as that admirable language enjoys
has apparently not prevented considerable
modifications of pronunciation in the New
World, notably in the "c" and "II." This
Is due, however, to the fact that the original
settlers of Spanish America for the most
part did not speak Casttllan. and that their
local peculiarities of speech have persisted.
The Spaniards have as high a regard for
tradition aa any people, and they have no
small veneration for their Latin origin
They did not, however, allow classic tradi
Hons, not even the mighty influence ot
Cervantes, to prevent them from bringing
their orthography Into accord with their
speech, though I have no doubt that a
great howl went up front the tribe of pedants
when the question of a change was first
mooted. I am not familiar with Itallau or
Herman, but I believe that those languages
have also rid themselves of orthographic
absurdities, and they must have given phi
lologers short shrift In the process.

Though I cannot see why we should defer
at all to the origin of a word In spelling it
If we have ceased to respect its original
pronunciation In speech. 1 nm fully aware
that there are grave difficulties In tha way of
a perfectly phonetic rendering of Kngllsh
because of the physical impossibility of
representing the forty odd soun-J- s of hng
llsh by the twenty-si- x letters of the alpha
bet. The invention of a few
nevertheless, is really not such n titanic
undertaking, and we might very well avail
ourseltes of the accents that are used In
other languages to represent modified
vowels. Kngllsh has rid itself of nearly--

all the Inflectional rubbish that encumbers
other gieat Kurepean lancrunges, and If It

Mould also cast off the ancient, ill fitting
nnd patched up garb of Its spelling it would
indeed be in every way worthy to assume
the preeminent position that the political
genius aud material power of the peoples
who speak it seem to be preparing for it,
becoming, perhups, that universal second
language for which the times are ripening.

Xkw York, April :o. s It.

THE PORT OF XEIY I'ORK.

Consideration of the I'.nlranee by Way
of Lous Island Hound.

'Io ihk Kditor op The Sin- - .SiV- - Win
ston at Motttauk l'olnt with deep draught
ocean steamers when Long Island Hound
offers deep water right up to New York
city, with no bar to cross? Krom Hemp-
stead Bay down to Hiker Island, on both
shores, there Is deep water and ample room
for the deepen draught veesols we have
or probably ever will have.

Start three equally able steamers from
Liverpool, one for lloston, one for Mon-tau- k

and one for Whitestone. Passengers
and malls bv the last named would reach
.Sew York city before tho9e on either of
the others. Those going to Boston might be
a close second, hut hardly those using Mon- -
In iik . While this v, earner was docking nnd
transfetring, the Whlteatone bound vessel
would bo going there at about thirty miles
an hour nnd would reach her dock before
those upon the inllroad were well on their
way.

'Ihe lloston pioposal means more cost for
dredging, piers, Ac, than would be needed
at Whitestone. Montauk harbor is but one
mile square, and while it has deep water it
has little else to recommend it. It must
have several miles of very costly breakwater
to make It moderately safe from the tea
which Any north and east gale sends In.

Sandy Hook haa for so long been looked
upon as the only entrance to New York
harbor for ocean craft that It is not yet
realised that our city has grown ao that
Whlteatone Is as near to the great, railroad
depots in the city aa is the .Nnrrows, and far
more accessible, what with railroads, tunnels,
subways and means of travel generally.

Think of It I Long Island Sound is now
the ocean door to New York city. A.

NoRTnponT, April 31.

When the Sap Begin, to Stir in the Jersey.
To TBS Editor or Tns Sck .sir; Speaking of

spring, here's another from Jersey, and from this
nucleus of all things shocking, according to them
as doesn't know:
Gentle, fragrant, tepid spring has rame,
And really It Is very much the same
A many other sprints that's rame and went.
Although we're later getting out of Lent.

Now April with her sudden showers warm
lias smote tbe earth: and from the asphalt swarm
Them latent odor, freed from winter' chill;
There's flowers In pot on every window sill.

.spring' came all rlrht-a- nd through the filigree
Of quivering, budding branches we may see
The brilliant rain washed sky
And up Ihe street ue hear the huckster' cry,

It' strange, ain't It, upon the soft green ground
To see so many of last year'a leave around,
Alt gray and dry, and being pushed aside
Dy the young blades of grass they try to hldet

rarrnaoN, N. .1 , April !l, s. 11. DocoLaa.

Tbe Soulhrast Corner of Sixth Arena and
Foarteenth Street.

To tub Korros OT Tss SON Sir; The orig-
inal Uacy store was not on the southeast rorner
of Fourteenth street and Sixth avenue. That
was occupied by a druggist by name De la
Vergne, Macy being next door,

Mr. Macy succeeded the nrm nf O'Brien &
Plngre some time In the year ISM. Mr. O'llrleu
later made a fortune In Wall Street, and Sol Din-ge-

as he was commonly called, became a suc-
cessful real estate man, I.XXIII,

Nsw Yoke, April :i.

Tbe "Toner," la Parygla.
Midst observed all he touched turn to gold.
"If perfectly awful when you only want to

lend a fellow quarter," h ertad.
Tsot ws lsaxn wealth at Its drawbacks. t

FREDERICKSnVRU'S DEAlt USE.
A Dying Soldier of the Sixty-nint- h Found

Nearest to It hy a Confederate siistl.
To THK BniTOR OfTllK St'.s' Sir: About

one hundred nnd fifty feet In front of the
famous "wall" at Krcderlcksburc thcio run
ft fence of uptight plank, spaced along tim
ber bats and supported by equidistant
posts. This fence, about threo hundred
feet long, protected a private lot and marked
also a sudden depression of the land whero
the occupant in order to level It had ro- -

moved masses of earth from the upper
to the opposite half. This pievenled tho

ederal advance, the similitude of a breast
work about; t wo feet high.

1 thus nartlrularlo because It was nt this
precise llns of elevation that every assault
of that day on the Confederate left Inconti-
nently halted. No body of troops could bo
forced to ascend this sudden rise or two
feet, for It meant annihilation. And yet
there wero a few dauntless souls that dated
it, and I remember that one of these went
down instnnter, hit by eight bullets, ns this
writer, serving on the enttad that went out
from the Confederate line to succor tho
enemy's wounded, most distinctly noted,
Another poor follow, also In advanco of tho
dense line of dead, who had been many times
shot yet was still alive and conscious, was
asked an we bore him toward our lines:
"What regiment?" He gasped: "Sixty-nint- h

New York, Meagher's Brigade."
This mun wob the nearest to the Confed

erate works, possibly by ten feet, nnd was
one of a group of six or seven who of all tho
70,000 assailing Mnrje's Heights had passed
tho fatal line marked Hlong our front by tho
skeleton remnant of that farm feme, which
had to bo dismantled by tho earliest line of
nssnult In order to command effective firing.
Of course that line quickly dissolved tinder
the tremendous Confederate volleys that
pierced the planks ns literally ns though
they had been tissue.

These events occurred on the right of tho
Confederate' front, that Is nt the bnse of
Maryo's Heights. It wss heto that the mstn
Federal loss was Infllcled. The Confed
erates had four lines of battle massed be
hind the stone fence that skirted the sunken
rond running off at right angles from 1 h

road for about MW feet. These four
lines ot battle meant eight lines of musketry
fire, and nothing living could have lived
before it. As soon ns the Urine of the last
assault had ceased, it was then dark, the
Confederates sprunrr over the wall nnd
brought In the wounded nearest the works.

I was detailed for picket duty a little to
the right of this same spot for that eventful
night, having tho dense mass of dead easily
within sight, even through the drear mid-
night. At earliest dawn (iencral Kershaw,
whose brigade principally had inflicted
the fearful carnage, approached my post,
(llanclnc down the line that silently lay along
the Confederate front, he exclaimed:

"My God, Miller! Are those men dead?"
JThey are dead, sir!"
"How Is that possible?"
I answered. "No man alive among them

would have failed to get away while it was
dark."

There were 7,ooo Federal killed and
wounded covering the whole ground in
front of that wall nt Fredericksburg.

Bismuth Miller.
Nswari, N .1.. April :i.

THE IWTIES OX SHOES.

Man) of the Other Necessary Articles
of Clothing; Pay More.

To tut. KniTon or Tttr. Si'.- v- Sir. A re-

cent attlcte in Tns Sin referred to House
llesolution No. 4.113, providing lhat "only
lowhlde boots and shoes will he admitted
free." The phraseology of the resolution
follows that of tho present tariff law and
includes "shoes made of cattle hides nnd
cattle skln of whatever weight, including
calf sltlns."

The hill proposed by Mr. t nderwood
therefore would ndmlt duty free all shoes,
men's, women's or children's, rmidn ol calf-
skin, Itussin, patent leather or suede. 'Ihese
form a very large percentage of alt shoes
worn, not only by farmers but by city
dwellers as well,

It seems to me that In justice to the shoe
manufacturing trade some consideration
should he hnd of Its comparative status
with relation to other wearable commodl-tief- !

the present tariff levies higher duties
upon every other Item of clothing which
the average ritlren wears, ninn or woman.
The list runs ns follows.
Hats .....ni-ff- l per rent.
Handkerchiefs . Ao-- per rent.
Shirts. so per cent.
1'nderwear SS per cent.
Clothing, Including all kinds of

garments ... . t.n per cent.
Hosiery r5-- per cent
Shoes, . . , per rent.

It seems to me that If the tariff is to be re
vised forthwith nn attack on the duty on shoes
Is not the ptoper beclnnlnc point" mid most
certainly to slnslo out shoes with n propo-
sition totally to iinniil the duty on the most
Important division thereof would be to prac-
tise discrimination Hint Is not warranted hy
anv equitable or sound commercial principle.

uostox, April --'l. w. l.'. TAVt.OH.

The Cede Cracker.
liiaelly rtproilurtd tram llir .Journal of Ihe Florida

Venule, April It.
Mr. Flournoy Introduced --

Senate Concurrent llesolution Xo. It:
Whereas, The present system of managing

and conducting Primary Elections is not what
It ought to be and far from what the people have
a right to expect It to be. satisfactory If at all only
to the successful politician, fanatic or patriot
fool: and.

Whereas. It Is the purpose and duty of the
Legislature to (leatu and establish such lans as
will terminate gross abuses of machine politics;
that will promote purity In government, that'nlll
establish the best form of covernmrnt possible:
that win be. a monument of Honor rather than a
disgrace to the American Institutions, Intelll.
gence and conscience; tha t w 111 'preclude the rels
ration of dead men and fictitious persons; that

rrpeatlng at the polls may be avoided: that the
elector may express his will free from Intimida
tion, coerrlon and nrliiery, by which the corrunt
practice of Indecency using money and fradu
lently Influencing elections may bo diminished
and the activities ot the special Interest In unduly
controlling elections by purchase or otherwise
may be prevented; that sordid and selfish ambi
tions, meana and ends may not porvent the noblest
Ideals of the Ttcpubllo of our fathers, and that the
Indlspenalble principle of people rule may not he
or become a partisan question, hut he free from
special Interest and macblne control; and.

Whereat, The sure precursor of civil Improve-
ment and righteousness, the satisfaction with,
safeguard and perpetuity ot our American Institu-
tions, depend on the purity of the ballot; now
therefore,

II It resolved hy the Senate, the House, nt
Representatives concurring, That a committee
of five he appointed, two by the President of the
Senate and three by the Speaker of the House of
representatives, as a Commotion Io Examine
the Primary Ijws of this and other Slates, to
make full Investigation thereof and to prepare
urh tuggestlons and forms or law or law to

carry out tho purposes of this resolution at In
their Judgment they may deem best and to make
rerommendatlon and report thereof to this Legis-
lature at expeditiously as possible, ,

Preparation of Teachers.
To tbs I'.niTon orTitr SCN-.s- 'lr.' In the newly-Issue-

annual report nf Normal College, President
Davis and Professor Klrran concur In declaring
that the "most serious defect In the preparation
of teachers to day Is Inadequate academic train-
ing and a disproportionate technical training."
This latter defecl "must Ue modified aud

by experience,"
On page ITS of the twelfth annual school report

are ttguret to the effect that the Inadequate u

and disproportionate technical training
referred to by President Davis are rather an ad-
vantage to seeker after license No. I to teach In
public schools, since practically none fall who
come from Ihe Training School, while d

fall who come from Normal College. Yet )r,
Davis and Dr. Kleran declare that the graduates
of their college "acquit themselves creditably on
all occasions."

While the doctors disagree the eighty Normal
graduates who failed ou I of :&5 In all who applied
last year are wondering at their plight after four
year tludy. The city pay for both Ihe Normal
College and Training.school. The doctors should
be forced to agree. Page :ni, eleventh rrporl.de
dares Ihere are many Ignorant teachers. Where
did ihey coma from? Hoskkt I'. OeiUN.

Nsw Yosa, April :i.

.v;ir noons.

1
Matters for the Stage.

It is our happiness to have befoje
four volumes of drama, Mr Arthur
Davison Kiclte hits two sonnets for ,t
prologue to his play "Tho Hreakinc nf
HoihIh; a Drama of the Social I'liiest
(Sherman, French antl Company, Hotun
These havo a distinct tonn of despair'
Tho poet says that his eyes, grow dim- -

mid tho cities nlooins. Hn nsks what
but complete destruction hero shall m
the tollinR millions. Only In sum,. Tiiart
grave, ho declares, ean bo th solvuit- -

of these dooms, Tho steam of lnsjitf
engines ho calls death's white plumes
Tho looms are terrible looms whose in.
cessant voices rave In the hearts tha'
should bo happy. This state of tluns
la an l.R.vptlan bondage. Inquiry ,,
tnado by tho poot as to whether tlmin
nny holy power that can sol men tre..
Ho says that tho world is chaos nnd tint
the Masses stream like boasts upon w ho
vision phantoms swnrm. Hn offers homi

slight encouragement at the end of ids
last sonnet. It may be thut time will
slowly bring some alleviation. In vmvr
of this possibility he asks men toendiiie.
Ho makes thin request twice over, tumi;
an exclamation murk in each case, and
so we should think that men wero bound
to understand his wishes in tho matter

Tho characters In the play may be
described as embodiment of facts and
forces. The riiatogun Is carried on bv
tho men who labor, by the masteis of
wealth, by a watcher, by men who are
wise, by the spirits of beauty nnd power,
by the spirit of cities, by tho hill spirit
and by the spirit of tho eighth day of
creation. By way of illustration wo may
quote the watcher's description of tin
spirit of tho cities. It is strong and not
flattering. It runs:
What form Is ihls lhat hoers like a mist
Out of the city ! Past the streets and flsre
Ot chimneys It Is rising to Ihls height
On bursting clouds of emoke with ntful fire
See! It grows denser It takes shape and standi
Peering across the wilderness of roofs.
It will turn: It will speak. Oil, (,'o I . dose up my

slghtl
Let me not see the horrible woman's shape
The blind face and the eyes that fiercely stare
Out of ber breasts, and the horror of her funds'

The play relates argument and shock
and tumult and the general toppling over
of things. Tho men who labor cannot
look up to seo the spirit of beauty for fear
that 1 lie machine will tear them. When
tho masters and the spirit of power appea-th-n

watcher calls them a pageant out of
hell. The men who labor complain that
their eyes are blind from the glare of fur-
naces and cry: "Show lis our oppressors!
Show iw our oppressors!" The wise men
recommend "hearkening to the harmonies
of Nature's deep nnd soothing bliss and
musing whero the planets roam." Tr-
emendous disaster befalls, but at the last
the watcher recites a ooem of hopeful
prophecy twenty-si- t stanzas and 130 lines
long, In the course ofVhich he calls atten-
tion to "tho luminous heights, where be-

hold' it is morn." This reminded us of
Ibsen, as serious a dramatist as ever drew
breath.

Mr. John Corbin's play of "Husband
(Hojghton Mifflin Company) has a preface
in which ho prepares for tho reader a
propor state ot mind. This drama illu-
strates and rebukes the tyranny exercised
by tho American wife over her spouse.
It is curious to read of the cool badgering
here of the hero husband by his heroine
wifo. He shows a good deal of opposition
when ho insists upon having n bridge
party in his study whilo he is engaged upoi
a political document which needs to Im
finished, we believe, In twenty minutes.
She objects to his being in his shirt sleeves
and he does some remarkable business
w'th his coat. Hn Is not above puns, lit
bawlc out to hif wife to shut the door, and
when ho is rebuked ho says that what he
really said was ,1o t rulore! Everything
comos out all right. The wifo does not
run away with the Knglieh lord. She too
can manage a pun. When the Enrjlisli
lord is explaining to her the place of a wif.
in a P.ritish housohold sho says: "Ah,
mngnificont! Utile, Hritnnnia' Hritannin
rules tho wyves'" The socialist lady in
the play does not seem to havo very much
meaning. Sho moves across the scent
rather idly. Tho play ia spiiited and in-

teresting. A short piece, "The Forbidden
Citlosts." .. tragedy, is published in ths
samn volume.

Mr. John Galsworthy's play of "Jus-tico- "

(Charles Scribner's Sons I is a trap-ed-

Tho hero commits a theft under
great temptation. Sympathy goes with
him and with tho heroine), who alM is a
sufferer under tho law. The play is ski-
lfully nnd effectively dono, ns the habit
of tbe author is with plays. It exhib-

its the suffering of the hero in pri'on.
He and the heroine seem upon the point
of coming out woll nt tho last. W'e wish

that Mich might have been the rose,
Alas! the tragical touch is ruthlessly ad-

ministered.
Three one act plays by Hermann Suder-nmnt- t,

translated by Archibald Alexan-

der, are included in the volume "Mori
turi" (Charles Scribner's Sons). "Teja"
is a tragical tale of the time of the Ootli.
In "Fritzchen," a modern play, an est-
imable young soldier pays for an indiscie-tio- n

with his life. Theso two are ski-
lfully made plays. The third play, "11

F.ternal Masculine," is mystical. It
our interest, but after a reasonable

effort to grasp it we despaired.

Various Phases of I.lfe.
There is much that is interesting in

Mr. Daniel Krohman's "Memories ef
Manager" (Doubleday, Pago nnd Com-

pany) nnd much that is disappointing.
The mere perusal of the mimes he mentions
in his nccount of the quarter of a centurj
In which ho has been prominent In theatri-
cal affairs will stir up tho memories ef

thoatregoors. Many well known nclors
passed through his hands; Mr. Frohman
occosionnily tells nn entertaining nnecdote

ubout somo of them, but there is so much

more that ho knows nnd could tell "itn
propriety which he keeps to himself.

Ills rendors oxpect to hear from him; h

assumes that they know nil nbout the

people ho speaks of. It is only natural

that he should dwell on tho business sid

of the theatre; there is much sense in

his criticisms of plays from tint side,

though they mny seem strango front the

literary point of view.
An extremely interesting and necessary

book lws been written (by Mr. OtW
Horup in "A Tenderfoot With 1'ear.v

(Frederick A. Stokes Company). II

Ihe fltwh and blood for the rather

meagre skeleton the explorer hune
offered. To Peary Arotio experiences
were nn old story and he thought enly

of recording results; to Mr. Horup "'
were new. He tells what people M

know about the expedition, so far a" l(

came within his own experience.
is n superfluity of not wholly lntellip''l"
slung at times, but his story shows wli't
the men with Peary went through vividly

and entertainingly,
Tim title or Sydney Portal II) a'

"The Diary of n Soldier of Folium'" (,olm

Lane Company) Is misleading. H m"0'
diary and It it in dbstance merely


